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SOC 101 · Introduction to Sociology  ·  Week 2 · The Sociological Imagination
 ORIGINAL RUBRIC 
Weekly Discussion Rubric
Sociology in Everyday Life · grading criteria for the weekly discussion post
This Week’s Prompt
Describe a personal trouble you have experienced or observed — something that affected you, your family or someone you know. Then connect it to a public issue: explain how the same trouble reflects a broader pattern in society, using at least one statistic or credible source. Explain how the sociological imagination helps you see the connection between the two.
Initial post: 250–300 words     Peer response: 50–75 words     Total: 10 points
Initial Post  ·  8 points
	CRITERION
	WHAT I’M LOOKING FOR
	POINTS

	Concept Accuracy
	Accurately explains the sociological imagination and the difference between a personal trouble and a public issue.
	3

	Personal Trouble
	Describes a specific personal trouble, experienced or observed, in concrete terms — not a generic or hypothetical example.
	3

	Public Issue Connection
	Connects the trouble to a public issue, supported by at least one statistic or credible source.
	2


Peer Response  ·  2 points
	CRITERION
	WHAT I’M LOOKING FOR
	POINTS

	Substantive Response
	Response to a classmate’s post adds something meaningful to the discussion.
	2

	Total
	10
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SOC 101 · Introduction to Sociology  ·  Week 2 · The Sociological Imagination
 REVISED RUBRIC · WITH PRIVACY LINE 
Weekly Discussion Rubric
Sociology in Everyday Life · grading criteria for the weekly discussion post
This Week’s Prompt
Describe a personal trouble you have experienced or observed — something that affected you, your family or someone you know. Then connect it to a public issue: explain how the same trouble reflects a broader pattern in society, using at least one statistic or credible source. Explain how the sociological imagination helps you see the connection between the two.
 NEW   How did connecting your story to a larger pattern change the way you see it? (For example, what you used to think, what the pattern showed you, and how you see it now.)
 NEW   Privacy: You may change names, places or other identifying details, or use an example you observed rather than experienced. If a personal example feels too private, you may answer using an example from this week’s class instead.
Initial post: 250–300 words     Peer response: 50–75 words     Total: 10 points
Initial Post  ·  8 points
	CRITERION
	WHAT I’M LOOKING FOR
	POINTS

	Concept Accuracy
	Accurately explains the sociological imagination and the difference between a personal trouble and a public issue.
	2
was 3

	Personal Trouble
	Describes a specific personal trouble, experienced or observed, in concrete terms — not a generic or hypothetical example.
	2
was 3

	Public Issue Connection
	Connects the trouble to a public issue, supported by at least one statistic or credible source.
	2

	Change in Thinking
 NEW 
	Explains specifically how connecting the story to a larger pattern changed their view, such as what they used to think and how they see it now, not a general statement like “I learned a lot.”
	2

	Question Students Answer
as worded in the prompt
	“How did connecting your story to a larger pattern change the way you see it?”
	—
scored above


Peer Response  ·  2 points
	CRITERION
	WHAT I’M LOOKING FOR
	POINTS

	Substantive Response
	Response to a classmate’s post adds something meaningful to the discussion.
	2

	Total
	10
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SOC 101 · Introduction to Sociology  ·  Week 2 · The Sociological Imagination
 SIDE BY SIDE 
What Changed
One added prompt question, a privacy line and one new criterion. The total stays at 10 points.
Added to the prompt
How did connecting your story to a larger pattern change the way you see it? (For example, what you used to think, what the pattern showed you, and how you see it now.)
Privacy line: You may change names, places or other identifying details, or use an example you observed rather than experienced. If a personal example feels too private, you may answer using an example from this week’s class instead.
Points by criterion
	CRITERION
	ORIGINAL
	REVISED
	CHANGE

	Concept Accuracy
	3
	2
	Points reduced by 1

	Personal Trouble
	3
	2
	Points reduced by 1

	Public Issue Connection
	2
	2
	No change

	Change in Thinking
	—
	2
	New criterion; matches the new prompt question

	Substantive Response (peer)
	2
	2
	No change

	Total
	10
	10
	Total stays the same


Everything else is unchanged: the original prompt text, word counts, criterion descriptions and peer response.
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